KING CHARLES I                  131
at Whitehall. On the same day the House of Commons had been discussing the King's last offered concessions before he had been seized in the Isle of Wight. On the 5th a majority voted ^that the treaty with him should be continued. .The next morning, before Parliament met, a body of soldiers, commanded by Colonel Pride, marched to the House and, as the members began to arrive, turned back all those who had voted in favour of coming to terms with the King. As a result, one hundred and forty-three were expelled and many more subsequently stayed away, either to mark their disapproval or through fear of the Army. About sixty members, all revolutionaries, remained of a body which had once numbered five hundred.
This little band shortly afterwards issued a manifesto, declaring " that the Commons of England in Parliament assembled, being chosen by and representing the people, have the supreme power in this nation."
" Pride's Purge " had taken place without the knowledge of Fairfax. Cromwell wished to appear equally ignorant of the matter. He had been in Yorkshire for the last few weeks besieging a belated Royalist garrison, and he took care not to arrive in London till the evening of the 6th. Nevertheless, he must have been in communication with Ireton, who would not have ventured to act without his approval. But ever since Cromwell had decided that Charles was to be put to death he had shrunk from the burden of responsibility, though not from the deed. At any rate that responsibility he was going to share with as many of his countrymen as he could muster. As the